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1.0  Applicability 


This  policy  identifies  the  programs  within  DEP  which  are 
responsible  for  the  review  of  leachate  storage  tanks  at  solid  waste 
management  facilities  (landfills,  transfer  stations,  etc.)-  This 
policy  serves  to  supersede  a  prior  memorandum  of  understanding 
(MOU)  between  the  Division  of  Solid  Waste  Management  (DSWM)  and  the 
Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control  (DWPC)  entitled  "Approval  of 
Leachate  Collection  Tanks  at  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Facilities"  dated 
November  6,  1987. 


2 . 0  Background 


A  leachate  storage  tank  can  function  as  either  a  tight  tank  or 
intermediate  storage  tank.  A  tight  tank  has  no  outlet  and  serves  to 
store  leachate  until  its  contents  can  be  pumped  and  transported  to 
a  treatment/disposal  facility.  An  intermediate  storage  tank 
temporarily  stores  and/or  regulates  the  discharge  of  leachate  to  an 
on-site  treatment  system,  or  to*  a  sewer  (sewer  connection) ,  or  to 
ground  or  surface  waters. 
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3.0  Design  Criteria 

Section  19.110(10)  of  310  CMR  19.000  the  "Solid  Waste 
Management  Facility  Regulations"  specifies  the  design  requirements 
for  leachate  storage  tanks.  That  section  states  that  leachate  tanks 
shall  conform  to  the  DWPC's  regulations,  policies  or  guidance  for 
industrial  waste  holding  facilities.  The  review  of  leachate^tight 
tanks  and  intermediate  storage  tanks,  where  part  of  a  design  plan 
for  a  solid  waste  facility  to  be  reviewed  by  DSWM,  will  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  DSWM.  The  review  will  utilize  Industrial 
Wastewater  (IWW)  Management  Program  policies.  IWW  has  replaced  DWPC 
as  the  program  that  regulates  industrial  wastewater,  including 
leachate. 

The  .IWW  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  Number :' 93-003 , 
titled  "Non-Hazardous  Industrial-  Wastewater  Holding  Tanks"  dated 
February  17,  1993  defines  the  design  criteria  for  industrial 
wastewater  holding  tanks.  Leachate  tanks  shall  also  be  designed  in 
accordance  with  the  criteria  in  IWW' s  MOU  No.  93-003.  DWPC's  policy 
titled  "Title  5  Policy  Memorandum  #87-7,  Subject:  Sanitary  Sewage 
Tight  Tank  Policy",  which  was  identified  in  the  11/6/87  MOU,  is  no 
longer  the  applicable  policy  for  the  design  of  leachate  tanks. 
Please  note  that  Policy  Memorandum  #87-7  is  still  a  valid  policy 
for  the  review  of  sanitary  sewage  tight  tanks. 

The  approval  of  leachate  treatment  systems,  whether  as  part  of 
a  solid  waste  facility  or  not,  and  discharge  permit  reviews,  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  IWW  program. 

4.0  Application  Requirements 

4.1  Reviews  under  the  Solid  Waste  Program 

Leachate  tank  approvals  may  be  one  component  of  a 
larger  DSWM  design  review  such  as  an  application  for  an 
Existing  Facility  Permit  (BWPSW09)  or  an  Authorization  to 
Construct  a  New  or  Expanded  Facility  (BWPSW26-29) .  In 
these  instances,  there  would  not  be  a  separate 
application  for  tank  design  review.  The  leachate  tank 
would  be  included  as  part  of  the  DSWM  permit  review  and 
approval . 
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Leachate  tank  approvals  may  also  be  reviewed  by  DSWM 
as  a  permit  modification  (BWPSW07,  BWPSW11,  etc.)  when 
the  tank  represents  an  addition  or  a  change  to  the 
facility's  approved  design. 

Where  the  review  of  the  tank  is  done  under  either  of 
the  previously  stated  applications  then  an  Industrial 
Wastewater  Discharge  to  a  Holding  Tank  application 
(BWPIW01)  is  not  required.  r- 


4.2  Reviews  under  the  IWW  Program 


Where  a  solid  waste  facility  proposes  a  leachate 
treatment  system,  or  a  discharge  permit  is  required,  or 
where  the  tank  is  not  part  of  the  review  as  defined  in 
section  3.1  above,  an  IWW  permit  application  is  required. 
The  required  IWW  permits  (BWPIW02-27)  may  include 
groundwater  discharges,  sewer  connections/extensions,  or 
NPDES  approvals. 


5.0  Evaluation 


It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  IWW  Program  and  the  DSWM  to 
ensure  the  effectiveness  of  this  policy  on  an  ongoing  basis. 
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